FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY
THESIS PROPOSAL COURSE
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
SOW 6971
Fall Term: 2008
Instructor: Allan Barsky, JD, MSW, PhD
SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is a three-credit elective course in the first term of the Concentration Year, in which a student develops a research proposal for a thesis based upon an accepted model of social research which could include quantitative, qualitative, or historical research. Prior to the beginning of the first Term the student must identify a professor who agrees to act as instructor for this independent course. The student and professor will meet on an “as needed” basis throughout the term, with the student taking primary responsibility for identifying the research topic, methods, and educational support needed in order to complete this project. Upon receiving acceptance of the research proposal by the professor, the student will submit a proposal for review according to FAU’s guidelines for Human Subjects review by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) (if the research does not involved human subjects – e.g., policy research, research using data in the public domain, legal research, or historical research – the ethics review process will occur within the School of Social Work). The student will be expected to make any changes as required by the Institutional Review Board (IRB). Successful completion of both the research proposal and human subjects proposal will qualify the student for the Thesis Research Course, though a student who completes the Thesis Proposal Course is free to decide whether or not to take the Thesis Research Course.
ELIGIBILITY:

To be eligible for this course, students must be in the Concentration Year of the MSW Program and have a strong background in prior research-related courses (B+ or better in research-related courses at either the bachelor's or master's level). Prior to the fall term of the Concentration Curriculum, students interested in the Thesis Option should consult with tenured or tenure stream faculty members from the School of Social Work about the possibility of working together for the Thesis Option. When considering which professor(s) to approach, students should consider the professor's interest and expertise in the proposed topic and proposed research methods. Once the professor and student agree to work together, the student and professor will develop a timeline for completion of the various components of the Research Proposal and Ethics Proposal, including a literature review, rationale for the research (including connection to social work), description of methods (including sample, data collection, data analysis, etc.), justified budget, analysis of human subject issues in carrying out the research, and bibliography. The professor will evaluate the Research Proposal based upon comprehensiveness and level of critical thinking in the literature review, persuasiveness of the rationale for the study, readability, feasibility of the study, relevance to Clinical-Community social work, and accurate application research knowledge and methods. Students are advised to submit their first draft early so that they can receive feedback, make appropriate changes and have time to submit the Human Subjects Proposal to the IRB according to FAU policies (http://www.fau.edu/dsr/irb_faq5.htm).
Upon successful completion of the Research Proposal and Human Subjects Proposal, the student will be eligible to take the Thesis Research Course in the Spring Term. Once a student has received Human Subjects approval, the student can begin data collection for the study, even if this is before the Spring Term starts. The student is free to consult with other professors throughout this Thesis Proposal Course, including a professor who might agree to serve on the Thesis Committee for the Thesis Research Course, should the student decide to go ahead with this course.

Before undertaking the Research Proposal Course, students should consider:

· Whether taking this Thesis Proposal Course would be taking away from their other studies, including time for core courses and the ability to take another elective;

· Whether they can manage a self-directed project of this nature; and

· The risk of not being able to complete the Research Proposal and Human Subjects Proposal within one term.

BENEFITS OF THIS OPTION / COURSE OBJECTIVES

The Research Proposal Course is an intensive, hands-on course requiring significant investment in time, as well as self-direction and creativity. In other words, this is a major undertaking. This course will benefit the student by:

· Supplementing the student's academic knowledge of research methods with the practical experience of preparing and editing research proposals and ethics proposals;

· Allowing the student to explore a topic of interest in considerable depth;
· Helping the student link in-depth research with a clinical-community practice issues;

· Preparing the student for carrying out the research in the Thesis Research Course;

· Preparing the student for developing research and evaluation proposals in the field; and
· Giving the student an opportunity to produce a publishable piece of research (in some cases).
LEARNING PLAN:

To ensure that the student and professor understand and agree to the same expectations, the student must prepare and submit a learning plan prior to the beginning of the term. The professor may make suggestions and work out an agreeable learning plan with the student. The Learning Plan should include the following topics:
(1) Brief explanation of why the student wishes to pursue the thesis option (1 page);

(2) Brief outline of the issue to be investigated and research methods to be used (1 to 2 pages);

(3) Bibliography including five to ten articles that the student plans to use to develop the research proposal (relevant to the substantive content of the research and the research methods)

(4) Schedule of meetings and timelines for completion of different components of the research proposal and ethics proposal;
(5) Breakdown of the grades to be assigned for different components of the project (e.g., Literature Review – 20%; Rationale (including connection to social work) - 15%; Methods - 30%; Justified Budget
 - 10%; Human Subjects Review - 25%), 

(6) Signed approval by the professor who has agreed to act as the student's advisor/instructor and by the MSW Coordinator.

The professor and MSW Coordinator will respond in a timely fashion to formal proposals, reviewing the proposal for feasibility, connection to the Clinical-Community approach to social work, ethical appropriateness, and rigor of research methods. The literature review and methods sections of this proposal will help the student with the final write-up of the thesis. As part of the IRB process, the student must successfully complete the NIH online training for Human Subjects Review. If the student already has a current certificate as proof of training, the student does not need to repeat this training.
In order to be eligible to take the Thesis Research Course, a student will need to receive a B+ or higher on the Thesis Proposal Course, as well as approval by the IRB. Students should obtain and read the syllabus for the Thesis Research Course before taking the Thesis Proposal Course to gain a full picture of the requirements of these two courses and how they fit together.
SAFEWALK – Night Owls

Boca Raton 561-297-6695      Davie 954-236-1902       Ft. Lauderdale 954-762-5611     Jupiter 561-799-8700
Campus security will escort individuals, day or night. Call ahead or go to their offices at Room 155 in the LA Building, Davie to make appropriate arrangements.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca Raton - SU 133 (561-297-3880), in Davie - MOD I (954-236-1222), in Jupiter - SR 117 (561-799-8585), or at the Treasure Coast - CO 128 (772-873-3305), and follow all OSD procedures.
DISCRIMINATION OR HARASSMENT – 561-297-4004

Students who have concerns about on-campus discrimination or harassment (including sexual harassment) can contact the FAU Equal Opportunity Program for assistance. The Boca office is located in Administration Building Room 291. Our full Nondiscrimination Policy is posted on our website at http://www.fau.edu/ssw/public/nondiscrim.html.
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

This course has been arranged so that there will be no classes on religious holidays, such as Christmas or Yom Kippur. Please advise the instructor at the beginning of the term if you need accommodations for other religious holidays.
HONOR CODE
Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Honor_Code.pdf. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON STUDENT RIGHTS and RESPONSIBILITIES

For additional information on student rights and responsibilities, please see the FAU Catalog at http://www.fau.edu/academic/registrar/univcatalog/welcome.htm 

and the BSW Student Manual at http://www.fau.edu/ssw/pdf/BSWstudmanual32706.pdf 
or the MSW Student Manual at http://www.fau.edu/ssw/pdf/MSWstudmanual.pdf.
FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY
THESIS RESEARCH COURSE
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
SOW 6979
Spring Term: 2008
Instructor: As Agreed between Student and Prof.
SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This is a three-credit elective course in which a student who has successfully completed the Thesis Proposal Course carries out the proposal, writes a thesis (12,000 – 18,000 words), and defends the thesis in an oral examination (45 to 70 minutes). The student and professor(s) will meet on an as needed basis throughout the term, with the student taking primary responsibility for carrying out the research and identifying the educational support needed in order to complete this project. 

ELIGIBILITY:

To be eligible for this course, students must have completed at least one term of the Concentration Year of the MSW Program and have successfully completed the Thesis Proposal Course. The thesis research, including data collection, analysis, write-up, and oral defense must be completed within one term.
BENEFITS OF THIS OPTION / COURSE OBJECTIVES

The Thesis Research is an experiential course requiring significant investment in time, as well as self-direction and creativity. This course will benefit the student by:

· Supplementing the student's academic knowledge of research methods with the practical experience of conducting research related to the Clinical-Community approach to social work;

· Allowing the student to explore a topic of interest in considerable depth;
· Preparing the student for doctoral studies;

· Preparing the student for conducting research and evaluation in the field;

· Giving the student an opportunity to produce a publishable piece of research (in some cases);

· Giving the student a sense of satisfaction from completing a significant piece of research.

WRITTEN COMPONENT
The written component of the thesis will be worth 70% of the final grade, comprised as follows:

· Literature Review [10 points]
· Rationale (including connection to Clinical-Community social work) [5]
· Methods [10]
· Limitations [10]
· Findings [20]
· Conclusions (including implications of the research and suggestions for further research) [10]
· References [5]

ORAL DEFENSE

The professor who is advising the student will arrange for an oral defense by the student upon completion of the written thesis. The professor will select, upon approval of the student, a second professor (tenure or tenure track) who can provide feedback and support to the student throughout the research process, and will read the thesis and attend the defense. The defense will include the student presenting a summary of the thesis findings, followed by questions posed by the two professors regarding the research methods, literature review, findings, limitations, and implications. Oral defense will last between 45 and 70 minutes. The student will be assigned a grade by the two professors for this part of the Thesis Research Course by agreement, or failing agreement, by an average of the grades suggested by each professor. The weighting of the oral defense is 30%, based upon the following criteria:
· Clarity of student’s oral summary [10]
· Demonstration of understanding of the literature review, methods, findings, limitations, and implications through the ability to answer questions effectively [10]

· Demonstration of critical thinking and originality [10]
A satisfactory (passing) final grade for the Thesis Research Course is B+ or higher. A final grade less than a B+ is considered unsatisfactory. Students should also note university-wide guidelines for theses at FAU, available at http://www.fau.edu/academic/gradstud/RevGuidelines.pdf, including: 

· Graduate Policies & Procedures Manual

· Admission to Candidacy: Masters
· Research Compliance Verification Form
· Review Committees - Human Subjects, Animal Use and Other Assurances
· Theses & Dissertations-Requirements & Guidelines
SAFEWALK – Night Owls

Boca Raton 561-297-6695      Davie 954-236-1902       Ft. Lauderdale 954-762-5611     Jupiter 561-799-8700
Campus security will escort individuals, day or night. Call ahead or go to their offices at Room 155 in the LA Building, Davie to make appropriate arrangements.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca Raton - SU 133 (561-297-3880), in Davie - MOD I (954-236-1222), in Jupiter - SR 117 (561-799-8585), or at the Treasure Coast - CO 128 (772-873-3305), and follow all OSD procedures.
DISCRIMINATION OR HARASSMENT – 561-297-4004

Students who have concerns about on-campus discrimination or harassment (including sexual harassment) can contact the FAU Equal Opportunity Program for assistance. The Boca office is located in Administration Building Room 291. Our full Nondiscrimination Policy is posted on our website at http://www.fau.edu/ssw/public/nondiscrim.html.
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

This course has been arranged so that there will be no classes on religious holidays, such as Christmas or Yom Kippur. Please advise the instructor at the beginning of the term if you need accommodations for other religious holidays.
HONOR CODE
Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Honor_Code.pdf. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON STUDENT RIGHTS and RESPONSIBILITIES

For additional information on student rights and responsibilities, please see the FAU Catalog at http://www.fau.edu/academic/registrar/univcatalog/welcome.htm 

and the BSW Student Manual at http://www.fau.edu/ssw/pdf/BSWstudmanual32706.pdf 
or the MSW Student Manual at http://www.fau.edu/ssw/pdf/MSWstudmanual.pdf.
� Students are responsible for the costs of carrying out the research, should they choose to do so. Students can talk to their instructors about grant proposals, though the tight timelines of the Thesis Proposal and Thesis Research courses mean that a student would have to submit a grant proposal prior to the fall term in order to know whether he or she received the funding in time to carry out the research.
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