SLS 1412 - 006: The Learning Community (LC) Experience

PEACE LLC: Promoting Education, Action, and Change Everywhere

Instructors:

Allan Barsky, JD, MSW, PhD


Daniela Higgins, dhiggin6@fau.edu 


School of Social Work, abarsky@fau.edu
Academic Support Services
SO 284-H, 954-558-5535



SU 201, (561) 297-2396
Angel Nevin, anevin@fau.edu
Student Affairs Enrollment Management

SU 130, (561) 297-0945
Meeting Times: Tuesdays from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Location for each week is date specific (generally, HPT 4th Floor Lounge for PEACE-specific sessions)

	Students are encouraged to contact Laura Pipe in the Center for Learning and Student Success with questions about the Learning Community program.

Laura M. Pipe, M.S.

Center for Learning and Student Success

Student Services Building, Room 130

LPipe@fau.edu, 561.297.3013


	Students are encouraged to contact Lauren Adamo in the 

Department of Housing and Residential Life with 

questions related to the residence concerns.

Lauren Adamo, MEd

Heritage Park Towers North, Resident Coordinator

LAdamo@fau.edu, 561.297.5202




Course Description:
The LC Experience combines student academic learning in and out of the classroom through activities, both discipline-specific and interdisciplinary. Based on Student Development Theory, students will participate in a variety of programs, workshops and events, and reflect upon their relevance toward enhancing their college experience.
Credit Hours: 
0

Prerequisite: 
SLS 1503 and enrollment in a Learning Community
Course Objectives: Upon completion, the students will:
· Reflect upon a variety of experiences and how they impact their college experience and the experiences of others
· Develop a deeper sense of connection to their university community through involvement and advocacy and understanding of others
· Learn from networking opportunities within the community

· Enhance oral, written, or other communication skills (such as music or group presentation) through participation in a variety of opportunities for presentation and dialogue.

· Have experience in developing analytical, critical and/or practical skills as related to critical thinking through a variety of experiences developed by the LC planning committees specific to the LC discipline or theme.
Course Requirements: 

Students will be required to participate in weekly programs, workshops and/or class meetings. Weekly journals reflecting upon the LC Experience, as well as a capstone presentation and paper is required. Group development of and presentation of a topic related to the LC theme is required.
Assessment:
Students will be graded on a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (Pass/Fail) basis. The grade will be determined by participation and attendance (see attendance policy) at weekly class meetings. Weekly reflection journals, a final presentation (for spring offering only) and a written reflection essay are required (for both fall and spring offerings).

Attendance:
Students are required to attend all meetings of SLS 1412. Students who miss more than two course meetings will receive an Unsatisfactory (U) for the course. Students should contact their instructor and Laura Pipe if they will miss a course meeting.
FAU Honor Code: Academic Integrity vs. Dishonesty:  Florida Atlantic University observes an Honor Code, which demands that all material submitted by a student is the student’s own work.  This also pertains to a student doing his/her own work on all tests and quizzes.  Failure to comply with this code will result in disciplinary sanctions.  A complete copy of this code is available on line at http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4.
 SLS 1412: The LC Experience Syllabus

Week 1
- Januray12
Welcome Back for S’More – LLC Welcome Back Reception 
Week 2 – January19
LLC Specific Meeting – location reminders will be emailed and posted in the residence hall
Heritage Park Tower North, 4th Floor Lounge. PEACE DEBATES. Students will divide into FOUR groups for debates on the following topics: a. Should Congress pass a law to further restrict under what circumstances that a woman can legally obtain an abortion? b. Should the federal government provide a pubic option for health care insurance? c. Should the State of Florida ban capital punishment? d. Should the State of Florida recognize same-sex marriage or same-sex civil unions? [These debate topics were identified by students in the fall term when we asked for students to submit suggestions; for each debate, two people will argue the "pro" side and two will argue the "con" side; the rest of the class will have an opportunity to ask questions, vote, or try to build consensus]
APPLICATION RE STUDENT ORGANIZATION – Students who volunteered to complete an application for FAU to recognize PEACE as a student organization will provide an update on this process.
Week 3 – Januray 26
Study/ Service Day- location of SI sessions will be posted in the residence hall




SI will be held for the following courses:





CHM 2045, MAC 1105, MAC 1140, MAC 1114, MAC 2233, 

MAC 2281, PSY 2010, BSC 2085

Students will have the option of SI or participating in the PEACE LLC's community service project (La-Be-Ca: Relay for Life). The community service project session will meet in the 4th Floor Lounge of HTP unless otherwise advised. 
Week 4 – Feburary 2
LLC Play DAY – Ultimate Frisbee, Campus Rec activities….
Week 5 – February 9
Study/ Service Day - location of SI sessions will be posted in the residence hall




SI will be held for the following courses:





CHM 2045, MAC 1105, MAC 1140, MAC 1114, MAC 2233, 

MAC 2281, PSY 2010, BSC 2085

Students will have the option of SI or participating in the PEACE LLC's community service project (La-Be-Ca: Relay for Life). The community service project session will meet in the 4th Floor Lounge of HTP unless otherwise advised.
Week 6 – February 16
LLC Specific Meeting – location reminders will be emailed and posted in the residence hall
Heritage Park Tower North, 4th Floor Lounge. 

Abortion Debate (first half hour)

Health Care Debate (second half hour)

Week 7 –Feburary 23 
Study/ Service Day- location of SI sessions will be posted in the residence hall




SI will be held for the following courses:




   CHM 2045, MAC 1105, MAC 1140, MAC 1114, MAC 2233, MAC 2281, PSY 2010, BSC 2085

Students will have the option of SI or participating in the PEACE LLC's community service project (La-Be-Ca: Relay for Life). The community service project session will meet in the 4th Floor Lounge of HTP unless otherwise advised.
Week 8 – March 2
Spring Break Safety Program with Today and Beyond Wellness
location: NU 113
Week 9 – March 9
SPRING BREAK!!
Week 10 – March 16
LLC Specific Meeting – location reminders will be emailed and posted in the residence hall
Capital Punishment Debate (first half hour)
Same-Sex Marriage Debate (second half hour)
Relay For Life “American Cancer Society”  http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=20959 

March 19, 2010   Location: FAU Glades Field. Time: Begins at 3:00pm and ends around midnight. Students who participate in this event will receive Service Day credit for the March 23rd session (that is, they will not be required to attend the March 23rd LC session)
Week 11 – March 23
Study/ Service Day- location of sessions will be posted in the residence hall




SI will be held for the following courses:




  CHM 2045, MAC 1105, MAC 1140, MAC 1114, MAC 2233, MAC 2281, PSY 2010, BSC 2085

Students will have the option of SI or participating in the PEACE LLC's community service project (La-Be-Ca: Relay for Life). The community service project session will meet in the 4th Floor Lounge of HTP unless otherwise advised.
Week 12 – March 30
Interest Sessions (topics and rooms to be announced)
Week 13 – April 6
LLC Specific meeting – preparing to present at Wrap-UP
HPT 4th Floor Lounge. We will also show a movie with a social justice theme and have a discussion, time permitting. Dr. Barsky will be escorting students to Tallahassee for Lobby Day on April 5 and 6. Any PEACE LLC students who participate in Lobby Day will be excused from participation in the LC experiences on April 6 and April 13. If you would like to participate in Lobby Day and have not already contacted Sherry Satchell (the student Lobby Day Chair), please email her at sjsatch@juno.com to let her know of your interest. 
Week 14 – April 13
Study/ Service Day- location of sessions will be posted in the residence hall




SI will be held for the following courses:




   CHM 2045, MAC 1105, MAC 1140, MAC 1114, MAC 2233, MAC 2281, PSY 2010, BSC 2085

Students will have the option of SI or participating in the PEACE LLC's community service project (La-Be-Ca: Relay for Life). The community service project session will meet in the 4th Floor Lounge of HTP unless otherwise advised. As the group will have already completed the actual relay on March 19th, we can use this time to evaluate the group's effectiveness (what worked well and what could be improved) and to plan follow-up (How could this year's PEACE LLC help next year's PEACE LLC? How can this year's PEACE members continue to participate in an ongoing student PEACE group? What can the PEACE LLC do to continue to contribute to FAU and the broader community? What types of FAU courses fit with the goals of the PEACE LLC?)
Week 15 – April 20
LLC Specific meeting – preparing to present at Wrap-UP
HPT 4th Floor Lounge. PEACE will showcase its value, pride, accomplishments, and plans for the future (bring creativity – Music? Video? Dance? Multimedia? Experiential?)
Week 16 – April 27
End of Year Wrap-Up Reception 
Exams begin April 29
Good opportunity to use your time management, stress reduction, and studying 



skills!
